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rectified soon after; the act of July 2ist was none the
less constitutional in itself. It was, as remarked in the
French Press, not a 2nd of December, but a i6th of
May, The merest good sense indicated that it was all
to the advantage of the Cadet Party to regard it as
such, because it was sure of victory in the coining
elections, a majority in the second Douma and a part
in the Government as " His Majesty's Opposition."
This was the way that matters were envisaged abroad,
especially in England, At the very moment of the
dissolution a delegation from the Douma happened to
be in London, taking part in the Inter-Parliamentary
Conference. In welcoming this delegation, the British
Prime Minister, who had just heard news of the event,
pronounced these words, so widely echoed and com-
mented upon: " The Douma is dead : long live the
Douma ! " Mr. Campbell-Bannerrnan clearly intended
to emphasize by this phrase his view of the dissolution
as a perfectly normal act, involving no attack upon the
existence of the Douma as an institution ; but such was
the ignorance of constitutional kw in our Govern-
mental circles that his exclamation was taken for a
challenge and an impertinence addressed to the Emperor.
I had the greatest trouble to explain to my colleagues
and to convince the Emperor himself that Mr. Campbell-
Bannerman had only paraphrased, in applying it to the
Douma, the time-honoured announcement which ex-
pressed in ante-Revolutionary France the idea of the
continuity of the monarchical principle: Le Rn #st
mort : mve le Roi ! "
Instead of adopting the construction indicated by
the British Prime Minister, the Cadet leaders incited
a great body of the deputies to take a most imprudent
step. One hundred and ninety members of the Doui&a